
 
 

 

AACS Media Statement - AACS response to the successful passage of Gonski 2.0 

 

The Australian Association of Christian Schools welcomes the successful passage of the new schools’ 
funding legislation.   

 

We understand the concerns of our Catholic colleagues. They have some significant adjustments to 

make in a short period of time – to their central offices, their distribution formulas, their 

transparency arrangements. Such changes will have their challenges and we welcome the 

government’s transition funds for the Catholic system. It is also appropriate that the SES be 

reviewed to ensure that all school communities are treated fairly. 

 

In the Christian school sector schools are funded individually and then our central offices charge a 

fee per student to run the central office.  

 

The Catholic system’s use of their special arrangements to keep fees low so that many can access 

Catholic education is understandable and even noble.  But what that has meant over many years is 

that, in effect, everyone else has been subsidising these arrangements. 

 

So we applaud the implementation of what is now a consistent and fair funding arrangement for all 

sectors – founded on the basic Christian principle of ‘according to need’. 
 

Within the Christian school sector the great majority of our schools are similar to Catholic parish 

schools, with modest fees and a relatively low SES. Some are indigenous schools where no fees can 

be collected. A few of our group are ‘funding maintained’ schools (those who have been receiving 

above the correct SES funding). They have known for many years that a ‘fairer’ reality in funding was 

just a matter of time. Even back in John Howard’s day when the SES system was introduced, funding 

maintained schools were warned that their advantaged position could not last forever. While these 

particular Christian schools will no longer enjoy this additional funding, all of them appreciate and 

acknowledge that the new arrangements represent good policy – incorporating justice and fairness 

and care for the disadvantaged.  

 

Our hope is that all sectors (Public, Catholic and Independent) will accept the new model and make 

the necessary adjustments over the reasonable period of time that we have been given.  We now 

have a new, fairer, sector-blind, needs-based model. By 2027 it’ll be a level playing field. Our hope is 

that this courageous and necessary policy change will bring about stability, predictability, peace and 

the quick provision of the most resources to the most needy.  
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